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Greetings, everyone.


My dad's parents immigrated to Canada, met and married there.  Before my dad was born in 1923, my great-aunt Anna decided everyone should to move to California where it was warm.  'Most everyone did, although some stayed in Toronto, and I still have cousins there.


Before I begin the program, I want to show you something.  This is a booklet printed in 1907.  It's for Russian Jewish people considering immigrating to Canada.  It talks about the political system, regions and schools, where the Jewish population was living, how to get there, what to bring, the best times to come, etc.  You're welcome to look at it later.�
Canada Unspooled:


Genealogical Research of Canadian Records


Background - map of Canada�
�



I'm going to review how to research immigration records, including incoming passenger lists from England and Europe, and the records for people who first entered the US, then migrated to Canada.


I'll also review the records created by those who became Canadian, actually British, citizens.  In 1867, Canada became a self-governing dominion of Great Britain.  In 1947, it became fully independent.


I'll talk about the Canadian censuses: what information they have, and how to access them.


I'll also go into what birth, marriage, and death records are available, and how to get them.


There should be time for questions at the end.


One note:  Unless I say otherwise, the URLs I'll mention are in the handout and Syllabus.  If you use the Syllabus on CD, the URLs should be clickable hot links.�
Immigration Records


Citizenship and Naturalization


Censuses


Vital Records�
�
There will be additional URLs that didn't get into the handout.   


They're listed at this URL.  Copy this down (point to screen) now, and you'll have it for later.�
Additional URLs are at:


www.mymishpocha.net/conference�
�



First, let's see how we can trace how they got here.


For departure records, there are three main sets of records.  Many people got themselves to England, and left from Liverpool, Southampton, and sometimes Glasgow.  FindMyPast.com has digitized and indexed these records.  �
Immigration Records:


Ship Departure Records from England and Europe


�
�
There's no charge to search the index.  To download and view an image, you can buy that single image, or pre-purchase a specified number of what they call "units".  (ADD tips for searching?)  Each image "costs" a certain number of units;  a passenger manifest "transcript" cost "5 units" and the actual manifest is ’30 units".  You can also purchase a subscription for unlimited use for a period of time such as 1, 6, or 12 months.  õFindMypast is also available in the Resource Room during this conference.�
SS - index search results (SS1 done)�
�



Here's a sample of a passenger manifest.  Notice that the images were scanned in color, and are of a high enough resolution that the details can be read.  Also notice, however, that there's not a whole lot of personal information.  Also notice that there's no ship information on this page.  That's only on the first page of each manifest, which make browsing more difficult.  It also means that if you're paying per view, you're going to have to buy the first page as well as the page which has your relatives.�
Image - SS Lake Champlain page  (SS2 done)�
�



Records are also available for the port of Hamburg, Germany.  These are part of the Ancestry.com collection.  (Yes, they were previously available directly from a Hamburg website.)


The departures from 1850 to 1913 are indexed.  Records from 1914 to 1934 are not indexed but are browseable.  About 5% of these travelers went to Canada.�
Image - sample Hamburg departure list  (SS3 done)�
�



The Family History Library (the Mormons) has departure records for the Holland-America Line, from 1900 - 1940.  They're on microfiche.  Note that they're in Dutch, but are generally readable.  Note that like the England records, there's not a lot of personal information.   A link to these records is in my handout in the syllabus.  Only a small percentage of these travelers went to Canada.�
Image - Meyer Berestezky Departure manifest  (SS4 done)�
�






So far we've been reviewing the manifest created before the passengers left Europe.  Let's talk about the manifests created on board.  These are held by the Library and Archives Canada, which is the merging of the National Archives and the National Library of Canada.  They are on microfilm, and are also online.  The URL is on the handout.�
Ship Arrival Records into Canada


�
�



Passenger lists exist for the following ports of entry:


(These are listed in the handout.)


On the Atlantic coast, there were


Quebec City and Montreal (Quebec), 1865-1935;


Halifax (Nova Scotia), 1881-1935;


Saint John (New Brunswick), 1900-1935;


North Sydney (Nova Scotia), 1906-1935 (mostly ferry arrivals from Newfoundland and St-Pierre-et-Miquelon, with a few passengers in transit from other countries);


via New York, 1906-1931; and other Eastern United States ports, 1905-1928 (only those passengers who stated that they intended to proceed directly to Canada).


On the Pacific coast, there were


Vancouver (British Columbia), 1905-1935;


Victoria (British Columbia), 1905-1935;





Records, from 1801-1849, are indexed at Ingeneas.com.  There's a link for Ingeneas.com at my webpage. There are about 15,000 arrivals in this set.  If you find a result that interests you, the website has directions for getting a copy from Library and Archives Canada.�
Quebec City and Montreal (Quebec), 1865-1935;


Halifax (Nova Scotia), 1881-1935;


Saint John (New Brunswick), 1900-1935;


North Sydney (Nova Scotia), 1906-1935


Vancouver (British Columbia), 1905-1935;


Victoria (British Columbia), 1905-1935;


via New York, 1906-1931; and other Eastern United States ports, 1905-1928


�
�






Passenger lists from 1865 to 1922 are scanned and online.  The ships are indexed, but not the names of the passengers, crew, etc.  You can search by ship's name, port, date, or any combination of these.


�
City of Québec, Quebec (inc. Montréal), May 1, 1865 - July 13, 1921; 


Halifax, Nova Scotia, from January 1881 to October 2, 1922; 


Saint John, New Brunswick, January 4, 1900 - September 30, 1922; 


North Sydney, Nova Scotia, November 22, 1906 to August 31, 1922; 


Vancouver, British Columbia, January 4, 1905 to September 28, 1922; 


Victoria, British Columbia, April 18, 1905 to September 30, 1922.�
�






To use the database:


At the left of the screen. click on <Search>.


Enter as much information as you wish.  Less is better; you can always be more specific later.  (Note:  Quebec was inaccessible by large ship during the winter months, so Halifax and St. Johns had those arrivals.)�
SS - <Search> page  (SS5 Done)�
�
Review your results.  If you see a listing you want to investigate, click on the ship name in the left column. (Point to link)�
SS - Results page  (SS6 done)�
�
You will then see information about that ship and that passage.  To review the actual manifest, click on <View Image> on the left top of the page.  (Point to <View Image>)�
SS - Ship Info page  (SS7 done)�
�
Page navigation (next, previous) is above and below each image.  If you want to save an image, use the right-click trick.  (Right-click the image, then <Save Picture As>.)  Do you know about the right-click tricks? (Explain r-click trick)�
SS - Manifest page (choose a middle page with Next Previous)  (SS8 done, SS8a done)�
�
And a bit about the images.  They weren't scanned at a very high resolution, so no matter what you do, they'll be a bit fuzzy.  I ordered the original microfilms to see if those images would be better, but didn't have much luck.  The microfilm printers were Xerox-quality, with no grey-scale, so the images were practically unreadable.  I then took photos of the viewer with my digital camera, which were better, but not so much better than the web images.  The only option I didn't try was seeing if I could order the images themselves from the archives.�����
�
�






In my handout, I didn't have space to discuss the 1925-1935 arrivals.  For passengers arriving during this time, a series of old name indexes exist.  These are online, at this URL (point to screen).  This URL is not in my handout, but is on my webpage.


They also indexed border entries for individuals whose surname starts with the letter C.�
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/immigration-1925/index-e.html�
�
To search this database, go to the URL shown and click on the "search" link to the left.  At the search page, which you can see here, enter the information you want to.  Like before, you might want to start with less rather than more.  You can always narrow the search later.�
SS9  Search page�
�
if you find a result you like, click on the surname, which is a link.�
SS - Search Results - Wiesenthal   (SS10 done)�
�
From there, you'll get a page with the specific information.  If you want to order a copy of the actual manifest, click on the "Search Help" link, and it'll tell you how to do that.  The actual manifest may contain additional information such as place of birth, who they were leaving, and who they were coming to.�
SS - Wiesenthal individual info  (SS11 done)�
�






The Likacheff-Ragosine-Mathers collection (LI-RA-MA) contains documents created between 1898 and 1922 by the consular offices of the Russian Empire in Canada. The series on passports and identity papers is comprised of about 11,400 files on Jewish, Ukrainian and Finnish immigrants who came to Canada from the Russian Empire. The series includes passport applications and questionnaires containing general information.


The database is online.  Here is the URL - it is not on my handout.


From this page, you can search the database by clicking on the "Search" link on the left.  You can search by name, given name, or year of birth.�
LI-RA-MA collection





http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/li-ra-ma/index-e.html�
�
If you're successful, you'll have a list of results.  Click on any name to see the information.�
SS14 - List of Berlin Results�
�
  But here's a tip: just above the list of information - Name, Year of Birth, etc., is a link to "View Image".�
SS14 - Berlin Resultls�
�
Click on that, and you'll see the original record which you can print or save. The record may be several pages.  It may include a photo.  Of course, the record will be in Russian, since these documents were created by the Russian Consular office . . . .


Here again, you can use the right-click trick to save images.�
Image - sample of Abraham Berlin Affidavit (SS14)�
�






This is the URL for a list of genealogy-related databases on the Library and Archives Canada website.  It's rather handy, and is not on my handout.�
http://search-recherche.collectionscanada.ca/ancestors/search.jsp?Language=eng�
�






Some of you may be familiar with the Border Entry Records for people coming into the U.S., such as the St. Albans Lists.


Beginning around 1908, Canada began keeping similar records for people immigrating into Canada from the United States.  


These are on microfilm, and like other microfilms, can be borrowed via Inter-Library Loan.  Yes, even to US libraries.  More on that in a minute.


These records were kept only for immigrants.  Returning Canadians were not recorded.  If someone was immigrating to a Canadian citizen, they could be "Returning Canadians" and not registered.  And the office weren't open 24/7.  If a family came through after the office had closed for the day, they just walked in.  There were also plenty of places to cross the border where there was no office at all.  I was told by an archivist at the National Archives that perhaps only 50% of immigrants were registered.�
Canadian Border Entry Records�
�






From 1908 to 1918, the lists are organized alphabetical by Border City, disregarding province, then by date of crossing.  There are separate pages for People admitted to Canada, and People rejected.





This is a page for Niagara Falls, from October 1914.  There is a far left column listing the date of registration.  The information gathered included:  Name - Age M or Age F - Occupation - Country of birth - Country of Citizenship - Means of travel (GT for Grand Trunk Railroad) - City and State departing from - City and Province going to - Money traveling with - Remarks.





For those rejected, there was an additional column for the age of any children. 





One difference between these records and the Ellis Island-type records is that here, "Admitted"means they were allowed into the country, not sent to the hospital.�
Image - sample record from this period.  (SS15)�
�
From January 1919 to December 1924 individual forms known as "Form 30" were used.  These are on microfilm as well.





The information asked included:


Name - Last Permanent Address - Sex - Birthplace, including city sometimes - Country of Citizenship - Race of People "Russian" - Nat Cert #, state and court - Reason for Visit - Occupation - In Canada before (if so, details and why left) - Destined to (Relative, Friend, Employer and name - address) - RR Ticket details - Whether mentally deficient, tubucular, or physically deficient.  


And on back:  Who left behind: Name, address and relationship - Height - Complexion - color of eyes and hair - Signature.


Also room for notes:





  Ancestry.ca has a small portion of these records indexed.  There are nine rolls for the letter "A"; they've scanned the first roll only.  They refer researchers to ingeneas.com for transcripts of original records.�
Image - sample Form 30  (SS16)�
�
From 1925 to 1935, Canada went back to using collective lists.  They're filed by month and year, then alphabetically by "port" (city). They tracked both admissions and rejections, with equall information gathered for both.





Some of these indexes are available via ILL, but some also contain more recent records which are protected by Canadian privacy laws.  They won't send out these films, but you can request a search of these records. This can be tricky:  here are some of the ports with records:  Beebe Junction - Brochville - Cratunk, Queb - Cornwall, ONT - Edmundstone, NB - Emerson, MON - Graham - Hamilton, ONT - Andare, NB - Bridgeburg, ONT - Fort Frances, ONT - Grand Falls, BC - Prescott, ONT, Sarnia, ONT, Walerville, ONT,. . . .





Here are the column headings:


Family Name, Given name - Relationship - Age M - Age F - Married status - Country, State, Place of birth - Nationality - Race or People - If in Canada before, When?  Address? - Language - Religion - Occu Previous, Future - Destination - Name, Relationship, Address of person left - Mental Defects/Physical defects/Tuberculosis - $ - Value of Effects - Traveling inside state on railway or hwy - Action Taken --�
Image - sample record from this period. (SS17)�
�
A side note:  If your relatives lived in Canada and lived even somewhat near the U.S. border, you might want to review the U.S. Border Entry Records.  Even if they didn't migrate to the US, they might have visited, and created a record of that visit.  You might learn something . . . .





This would include New York State, Detroit, Michigan, Seattle, Washington, and the St. Albans New England District (The actual district, not the collected lists)�
�
�









And now a bit about ILL:


The Library and Archives Canada has a great ILL system set up.  You can have microfilms sent from Library and Archives Canada to participating libraries etc. in the United States.  Use the URL in the handout and review the pages of explanation.  Note which lending "systems" they use, then go to your local library.  You may want to bring a printout of the appropriate pages, just in case your local library hasn't done it before, or you get a less-experienced staff person.  One important note: the films may not be removed from the premises once received, so be sure to make the request from a library with microfilm viewers.  In Los Angeles, I was able to make the request from my neighborhood branch, and have the films sent to the Central Library.





My films arrived in about 2-3 weeks. and I had about 4 weeks to review them.  The Library and Archives Canada doesn't charge anything; the only fees would be what your local library charges.  Mine had a $11. fee for each order (which included several films.)





If I mention "ILL" later on, please remember that means "Inter-Library Loan".�
Image - Inter-Library Loan  (SS18)�
�






Canadian citizenship was actually British citizenship until 1947.  I have a relative who was born in Canada, and was in the British RAF during WWII.  He met his future wife while stationed in England.�
Naturalizations


�
�
If your relative became a Canadian citizen before 1917, probably all you'll be able to find will be the microfilmed copy of an index card, showing their name, occupation, and date of citizenship.  All original papers and files were destroyed a long time ago.





It is possible that even though your relative became a citizen before 1917 and their records no longer exist, that information about them is still available, if they were referenced in later requests.  An example would be someone who applied later, based that their father or husband had been naturalized.�
Image - Ruby index card natz  (SS19)�
�






If, on the other hand, your relative was naturalized after 1917, you might be much more successful.  Entire files have been microfilmed.  While these microfilms are not available via ILL, you can request a search of the records.





There was a change of naturalization rules in 1914.  After that, there were several categories of naturalization. (Read from screen)








�
Series A:  Certificates granted to Aliens.


Series B:  Certificates granted to Aliens where names of minor children are included.


Series C:  Certificates granted to Minors.


Series D:  Certificates granted to persons whose nationality as British Subjects is in doubt.


Series E:  Certificates granted to persons naturalized under prior Acts.


Series F and G:  Repatriations.�
�
My great-uncle's wife became a citizen many years after he died, and her file was 12 pages.  The packet included documentation about her marriage, �
Image - sample of Ida Shitz natz papers  (SS20a) - Marriage details�
�
Verification of her father-in-law(my great-grandfather)'s naturalization,�
SS20b - Jos natz�
�
A copy of her citizenship application verifying her date and place of birth, and immigration details.�
S20c�
�
To request either a copy of the index card for pre-1917, or the complete naturalization file, you need to submit an "Access to Information" form. The URL for these forms is on the handout.


Here is the address.  It's on their website, but not on my handout.


The form must be submitted by a Canadian citizen or resident, must be accompanied by $5 CN.  You need to include either signed consent from a living person, or proof of death.  According to what I read, the person should've been dead at least 20 years.  Acceptable proofs of death include a tombstone photo showing name and date of death, a death certificate, or a newspaper obituary.  No proof of death is needed for people born over 110 years ago.�
Send request to:


Citizenship and Immigration Canada�Public Rights Administration�360 Laurier Ave West, 10th Floor�Ottawa, ON�K1A 1L1�
�






There are SOME naturalization indexes online, at the Library and Archives Canada.  Here is the URL - it's not in the handout, so is on my website.





This databases includes about 200,000 people who became Canadian citizens from 1915 to 1932.  We can thank the Jewish Genealogy Society of Montreal for digitizing this collection.  Anyone here from JGS Montreal???





To use this database, there is a "Search" link in the middle of the page.  You can search by surname, given name, and / or country.�



http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-505-e.html�
�






You'll receive two kinds of results.  The first section will be for Exact Name matches found in the 1915-1920 lists.  The second section will be results from the 1921-1932 lists.  The two lists were digitized differently.  Either way, you can choose a high-resolution or low-resolution image of the page, which will open in a pop-up window.�
Image - sample of results list  (SS21)�
�
Click on a name in the first section, and you'll see a pdf page listing the naturalizations granted.  You'll have lots of information.  If you want to request a copy of the file, you can do that with the "Access to Information" form I've mentioned earlier.�
SS221b - PDF page for Chaim Berlin�
�
The second section is a list of pages where the name might be.  These pages were indexed only by the first and last name on each page.  


If you click on a name, here's what you'll ultimately get to.�
Image of found record (SS22)�
�






On to Census Records.  These can be exceedingly useful for genealogical research.  


Following British law (Which Canada was ruled under until 1947, remember?), the census was taken every ten years, in the "1" year.  They've got a 92-year privacy law, so the most recent census available is the 1911.  There's also the 1901 Census, the 1891 census, and so forth.  In 1906, the federal government began a special census to track growth in western Canada.  This census was taken every ten years until 1956.  It covers Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta provinces.�
Census Records  





The 1851, 1881, 1891, 1901, 1906 and 1911 are available online.  





The others are not indexed and are available on microfilm only.�
�






For most of us, the 1911 Census will be very helpful.  You can access this census, as well as the 1901 national and 1906 Western census for free at automatedgenealogy.com.  They've just begun working on the 1851 Census.  ALL the work at this website was done by volunteers.  There's no charge to use any part of this website.  (But if you can volunteer here or somewhere else, that would be wonderful.)�
SS - Home page of automatedgenealogy.com  (SS24)�
�






To use this website:


From the home page, click on whichever census you want to search.  I'll use the 1911 Census as the example.  �
�
�
Then click on whichever province you want to search.�
SS - Provinces list of automatedgenealogy.com  (SS25)�
�
If you want, you can then select the region within the province.  If you don't know the exact region, you can research at this web page.  This URL is not in the handout.  This webpage also has a link to relevant maps.�
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/1911/006003-300-e.html�
�
Enter the surname you want to search.  �
SS25a - Search page�
�
The results page will offer you additional surname choices, as well as a few filters you can use.  At the bottom of the page will be the results found, based on your initial search.


If you recognize any of the names, click on the linked number in the "Page" column.�
SS - Results list  (SS26)�
�
This will take you to the transcribed results of that page.�
SS - Transcribed page  (SS28)�
�
Still want more?  Click on the "Split View" at the top of the page.  This will split the screen, with a PDF of the actual page at the top, and the transcription below.  Using standard Adobe Reader tools, you can move, zoom, save, or print the image.  You can also drag the "split" if you want to see more or less of each view. (Point out with pointer)�
SS - Split View  (SS29)�
�






The 1911 Census asked some really useful questions, which are at www.1911census.ca.


# Name of each person in the household


# Address


# Sex


# Marital Status


# Month and Year of Birth


# Age at last birthday


# Country or Place of Birth (if Canada, specify province or territory)


# Year of immigration to Canada, if an immigrant


# Year of naturalization, if formerly an alien


# Racial or tribal origin


# Nationality


# Religion


# Chief occupation or trade


# Employment other than chief occupation or trade, if any


# Employer or Employee


# Weeks employed in 1910 at chief and other occupation or trade


# Hours of working time per week at chief and other occupation or trade


# Total earnings in 1910 from chief and other occupation or trade


# Months at school in 1910


# Whether able to read and write


# Language(s) commonly spoken


# Whether blind, deaf or dumb, crazy or lunatic, idiotic or silly�
Image - census sheet  (SS30)�
�
The 1851, 1891, 1901, 1906 and 1911 censuses are also available at Ancestry.ca.  Note that this is .ca, not .com.


Ancestry.ca is not part of the standard Ancestry US subscription.  It's part of the World subscription, but it's also available on its own.  It's also available in the Resource Room.


There's a website called 1911census.ca .  This has some useful information about the census (It's where I found the questions asked), and blank census forms to download, but is a portal to the Ancestry.ca website.�
�
�






Last week, the 1881 census became available, at CollectionsCanada.  It's nicely searchable, by name, residence, occupation, religion, place of birth, and more. This website is free, and is not on the handout.�
1881 census


http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/census-1881/index-e.html �
�









OK.  On to Birth, Marriage, and Death Records. Unlike the rest of the records I've discussed so far, these are governed by province law, not federal law.  (A province is like a "state" in the US.)  So what's available and how to get it will vary depending on which province you're researching.�
Vital Records


�
�






I'll start with the exception to what I just said.  Divorces were mandated by the Federal government of Canada.


From 1840 to 1968, divorces in Canada were granted by private acts of the Parliament of Canada.


From 1867 to 1968, anyone wanting a divorce had to place a notice of intent to petition the government for an Act of Divorce in the Canada Gazette and in two newspapers in the district or county where the petitioner resided. The notice had to appear for a six-month period.


The petition contained details such as the date and place of the marriage, and facts regarding the end of the marriage. In the case of adultery or bigamy, a co-respondent was often named.  Parliament then passed an Act of Divorce nullifying the marriage.





Between 1867 and 1963, a transcript of the Act was published in the Statutes of Canada for the current year.





There is a searchable free database at Library and Archives Canada.  This URL is not in my handout.  


The provincial archives also have divorce records, even though they were approved by the federal government.  Information is available at this URL (point to 2nd URL)�
Divorces





Canada-wide


http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/divorce/001070-100.01-e.php 





General information about divorces, and getting provincial research is at:


http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-906.008-e.html 





�
�
You can search the Divorce database by name only.  If you don't put the name in quotes, you'll get results with either the given name and/or surname.  You'll also have a year, a "Citation Number", the name of the "Petitioner" and name of the "Spouse".


If you'll click on the link to "Search Help" at the top of the page, you'll find the directions for ordering a copy of the records.�
SS - Results of search (Include Online Help)  (SS32)�
�
This website from a different group has an index of divorces 1826 - 1946, but since it has only 21 Cohens, I suspect it's not complete. This website is not on my handout.


It also explains the history of the divorce process as Canada became a country.�
http://www.afhs.ab.ca/data/divorces/index.html �
�






Now on to provincial records.  We'll start with Ontario because that's where I began my own research.


These records are stored at the Archives of Ontario, in Toronto.


Ontario has strict Privacy laws, but they're conscientious about releasing them once they're allowed to.  Each year, as soon as those records are out of the Privacy period, the records are sent out to be microfilmed.  Once done, they are available to the public.


Here's what's currently available (on screen).  1912 Birth Records, 1927 Marriage Records, and 1937 Death Records are currently being filmed, and will be available sometime next year. 





Once released, the indexes and microfilmed records are available through the Family History Library (Mormons), and ILL.  Ancestry.ca has been digitizing them and putting them online.�
Ontario Vital Records





Currently Available:


Birth Records 1869 to 1911


Marriage Records 1801 to 1926


Death Records  1869 to 1936�
�






To search for these films at the Mormon website:


Go to Familysearch.org .  (These steps are in the handout)





Click on "Family History Library Catalogue" (point to screen)�
SS - FamilySearch.org home page.  (SS33)�
�
Click on "Place Search"�
SS - Search by place, keyword, Film #  (SS34)�
�
In "Place", type "Ontario" and click on "Search"�
SS - Place / Part of / Search  (SS35)�
�
In the list of results, click on the first entry, "Ontario".�
SS - List of place results  (SS36)�
�
In the list of records available, search for "Vital Records" and click on that link.�
SS - List of Ontario topics  (SS37)�
�
From here, you can choose which films you want to order.�
SS - List of Vital Records films  (SS38)�
�






Here's a sample of a birth record from 1908.  You can see that it provides: Baby's name, sex, date of birth, father's name, Mother's maiden name (although notice that this record includes her full name), Father's residence and occupation, doctor's name, name and address of person reporting, and date of registration.  Note that there are six births on each page.�
Image - Isidor Donnenfield birth record  (SS39)�
�
Here's a sample of a marriage record from 1912.  I want to point out that if you access these records via Ancestry.ca, they scanned only the second page of each record.  Unless you go to the microfilm, you'll never know there's a first page.�
Image - collage of Edmund Kassan marriage record - both pages  (SS40)�
�
Here are death records from 1920 and 1942.  The 1942 record is a "certified" copy direct from the Archives of Ontario.


Note that the 1920 record has three individual registrations on each page.�
Image - Joseph Rincover Death Record  (SS41)


Image - Shifra Rincover Death Record  (SS42)�
�






If you need records more recent than what's publicly available,  you'll need to contact the Office of the Registrar-General.  While details of release weren't noted on their website, I'm sure you'll need to provide a very good reason, and a close family link.








�
Office of the Registrar General�189 Red River Road�P.O. Box 4800�Thunder Bay, Ontario�Canada P7B 6L8 





- Metropolitan Toronto residents: 416-325-8305.�- Ontario residents outside Metropolitan Toronto: 1-800-461-2156 (toll-free).�- Outside Ontario: 416-325-8305.�
�



Ancestry.ca has a recent obituary collection for Canada.  They say that they "scour the internet daily" to collect information from hundreds of newspapers.


I did a search for "Cohen", and there were a few over 3100 obituaries.�
http://www.ancestry.ca/search/obit/?ca&dbid=8961&pcat=ROOT_CATEGORY


(add SS and results)�
�
On a side note, Ancestry.ca also has a database of Canadian soldiers of WWI.  There were over 1700 Cohen names listed.  The original registrations asked for the person's name, address, birthplace, birthdate, age, the name ond relationship of next-of-kin, and the regimental number.�
http://www.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=1086


(add SS and results)�
�



On to British Columbia, in the southwest corner of Canada.


Records are available as shown here.





�
British Columbia Vital Records


Background: map of Canada





Births from 1872-1903


Marriages from 1872-1932


Deaths from 1872-1987.  �
�
There is an online index available.  To search this database, go to the home page.  Choose your search from the list to the right.  I've chosen "All Vital Records". 


One side note: There's a URL on the handout which is supposed to be the home age for the BC Archives  It isn't.  You can get there from the Vital Records page if you need to.�
SS - Home page with list on right  (SS43)�
�
On the left, you can choose which database(s) to search.  On the right, you enter your search parameters.�
SS - All Vital Records Search page  (SS44)�
�
Here are the results of my Cohen search.  You'll get the full name, where, when, microfilm number, registration number, and if a copy is available.  For marriages, the full names of both the bride and groom are listed.  For deaths, the age at death is noted.


At the bottom of the page is a link to submit an inquiry or request for reproduction.


Note:  in 2004, the Privacy Laws were changed to extend the release restriction from 100 to 120 years.  This means that birth records after 1903 (not yet released in 2004) are not available until 120 years afterwards.


An interesting point that there might not have been too many Jewish people living in British Columbia:  I searched for "Cohen".  There were only four Cohen births between 1876 and 1903 (25 years).  There were 19 Cohen marriages 1872 - 1932 (60 years). Between 1872 and 1987 (105 years), there were only 79 Cohen deaths.�
SS - Results of Cohen Search  (SS45)�
�
The Family History Library also has birth, marriages, and deaths on microfiche and microfilm.


To access these film numbers, go to the "Place Search" like before, then type in "British Columbia" (no quotes needed).  Click on the link that says "British Columbia, then the link for "Vital Records".�
Family History Library:


Births 1872 - 1903�Marriages 1872-1932, with bride indexes 1872-1942, groom indexes 1872-1939�Deaths 1872-1987, with index 1872-1976�
�






Manitoba is just to the west of Ontario, in the center of the country.


Records are restricted for these dates:  (point to screen)





�
Manitoba Vital Records


Background: map of Canada





Births less than 100 years ago


Marriages less than 80 years ago


Deaths less than 70 years ago�
�
There is an online database for records earlier than the restricted dates. Go to the home page, then on the left is a "Search Database" link.  Note:  the "Genealogy" link will explain about more recent records.  That's not what you want.


Enter your search names or terms, choose what type of records you want to search for, and click to search.�
SS - Manitoba Search Page  (SS46)�
�






Here are the results of my "Cohen" Births search.  You get the given and surname, date, city, registration number.  You also get the date of birth and date of registration which may not match - not even close (point to screen example).   Manitoba registration wasn't begun until 1872, so births which occurred before then might have been registered later.


There is a link for more details about the record, which might include the mother's maiden name.  No charge for this.


There is also a link to add that record to your shopping cart, if you want to get a copy.�
SS - Results of Cohen Births search  (SS47)�
�
For marriages, if you search by surname only, your results will include all marriages with either person having that last name.�
SS- Manitoba Marriage Results  (SS48)�
�
Here are what the results of a search for Death Records looks like.�
SS - Manitoba Death Results  (SS49)�
�
There's also quite a bit of information available at the website for the Jewish Cultural Heritage Assn. in Winnipeg.





They have a complete - complete! -  record of all Jewish burials in Manitoba, with photos of probably every gravestone.  They also have historical Winnipeg Yiddish newspapers, and much more.  





On their website, there is a list of all the surnames found in their archives or cemetery database.  If you find a surname of interest, you can drop them an email and they'll tell you what they've got.  For a very reasonable cost, they'll send you copies and translations of the newspaper articles, photographs if the gravestones (with translations if appropriate), and more.





I received an account of my great-uncle Max's bar mitzvah in 1931, complete with what was served and who attended.  They also sent me a newspaper article in which Max's father was robbed, but he wasn't too upset because he'd hidden money in his coat.  But the robbers found it, and his plan was thwarted.  Both these were in Yiddish with translations.





They were wonderful to work with.





They've received permission from the Winnipeg synagogues to index the marriage records, but haven't started because they need volunteers.  If you have time and interest, this would be a great project.�
http://www.jhcwc.org/geninst.htm�
�






Ancestry.ca does have a few newspapers from Winnipeg in their "Newspapers and Periodicals" section.  This URL, not in my handout, lists the Canadian newspapers they've digitized, with the dates included.


From this page, you can click on any newspaper to search that specific newspaper.  On the left of the page, you can search all the listed newspapers.





The nice thing about the way they've presented it is that each of the results shows a thumbnail of the search result.  This means that if the database found "Rainford" instead of "Rincover", you'll know it immediately without having to down load a big PDF file and search the page.�
http://www.ancestry.ca/search/rectype/periodicals/news/dblist.aspx?tp=3243


(add SS)�
�






Births, marriages, and deaths before 1900 are the responsibility of the Quebec National Archives.  Records from 1900 on are the responsibility of Le Directeur de l'Etat civil.


http://www.banq.qc.ca/portal/dt/accueil.jsp?bnq_langue=en 


http://www.etatcivil.gouv.qc.ca/en/default.html


Neither of these URLs are in the handout.  Actually, I completely forgot to include Quebec in the handout, so you may want to take better notes for the next little while.�
Quebec Vital Records


Background: map of Canada





Records before 1900: Library and Archives Quebec


Records after 1900:  "Directeur de l'état civil"�
�
JGS-Montreal has done an amazing amount of work making Quebecois Jewish vital records accessible, and I highly recommend you use their website.  There's so much here.�
http://www.jgs-montreal.org/


Image of JGS-Montreal logo)  (SS50)�
�
They also have a page devoted to Jewish Genealogical research in Quebec.  Here's the URL.�
http://jgs-montreal.org/quebec-research.html


(Image of JGS-Montreal logo?)  (SS51)�
�
Among many other projects, they've begun indexing Jewish Quebec vital records 1841 to 1942.  There is a surname list at their website, with copies of the records are available directly from the society.�
�
�
If you do want to search the Quebec National Archives, go to the home page, and click on "genealogy".  On the next page, in the first paragraph is a link for the "BAnQ meta-engine".


This is a "meta-engine" that searches other engines, so you'd select which archives you want to to search.  I chose only Quebec.  It's hard to find exactly what you want, since it's searching the entire archives.  Be sure that only the archives you want are checked - it includes the federal archives by default.





When I searched for "vital records", I got results for people named "Vidal" . . . .





Use the JGS-Montreal website instead!�
SS Search page  (SS52)�
�









On to Nova Scotia.


Births, Marriages and deaths in Nova Scotia are held in either of two agencies.  Earlier records are at the Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management (NSARM), with more recent records held by Vital Statistics.





There is no online database.  You must request a search.  Forms and instructions, and restrictions are at the website - URL is in the handout.


�
Nova Scotia Vital Records 


Background: map of Canada





Vital Statistics  Nova Scotia:


Births:  October 1, 1908 to the present 	


Marriages:  1933 to the present 	


Deaths:  1958 to the present 	


NSARM:


Births 1864 - 1876


Marriages before 1933


Deaths before 1958�
�






 Like Nova Scotia, vital records for events in Alberta are not available online.  You must request a search.  The Vital Statistics Office has these records available (point to screen).





Forms, instructions, fees, and restrictions are at the website, URL in the handout.





They recommend you request a photocopy of a registration when possible, as this document carries the most information of any document that is produced through Vital Statistics�
Alberta Vital Records


Background: map of Canada





Births:  approximately 1850 to present


Marriages:  approximately 1890 to present


Deaths:  approximately 1890 to present�
�
Ancestry.ca has two historical newspapers from Leftridge, Alberta.  The URL I gave you when I talked about Winnipeg is the same webpage.�
�
�






Saskatchewan.  


Saskatchewan has vital records online, for births registered in Saskatchewan more than 100 years ago and deaths registered more than 70 years ago.


Marriages registered more than 75 years ago are available, but not yet online.


The URL is in the handout.  From the home page, click on the link for "Genealogy" about halfway down the page (alphabetical).


http://vsgs.health.gov.sk.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx 





If you want to research Saskawatchan genealogy, there is also a Genealogical Society there.  The URL is www.saskgenealogy.com/, which is not on my handout.�
Saskatchewan Vital Records


Background: map of Canada





Births more than 100 years ago


Deaths more than 70 years ago


Marriages registered more than 75 years ago








Society:  www.saskgenealogy.com/�
�
The page you get will allow you to search the online databases, and has links to fees, forms, and details about how to request a record.�
�
�






 Here's the results of my usual "Cohen" search.  There were 7 Cohens born in the last 100 years, so I suspect that Saskatchewan wasn't a hotbed of Jewish life.


You can see that the results are pretty complete - full name, date and place, both parent's full names, and a link to order a copy of the record.�
SS - Results of Cohen search  (SS53)�
�






I haven't discussed the Territories or smallest Provinces, because of time limitations.  There is a URL in the handout which lists all the Vital Statistics offices, so if you have questions, you can find more information there.





Well, that pretty well covers researching your relatives in Canada.  I'll open the floor to questions.  �
Image - Closing shot  (SS54)


Collage of records?  Map of Canada?�
�
Thank you all.  I'll also be around for the rest of the conference, so feel free to ask additional questions.�
�
�















 


�
�
�



Lecture Storyboard


Add FHC searches for other provinces


Refine Notes from Border Crossing Records.  Integrate info as appropriate into lecture.


Align all text boxes to grid.


Make link to my website with new page containing added links


Get translation of Abraham Berlin records before lecture.  Include questions asked, in lecture.


Note:  Nunavut, Yukon Territories, and Northwest Territories are Territories, not Provinces.  Ten provinces, and three territories.


If you have to make a PowerPoint presentation on a computer which doesn't have all the fonts you used to create the show, choose Format/Replace Fonts; then, from the Replace and With lists, respectively, choose the presentation font that's missing from the PC and the one you'd like to swap into its stead. <Replace> to finish.


Get help with French pronounciations (page 13)


Page  �page  \* MERGEFORMAT�18�











